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CHAl RPERSON JAMES: Mayor Don Rae.

MR. RAE: Thank you. M nane is Don Rae. |'m here
from Pinetop Lakeside. W' re an adjacent conmunity to the Wite
Mount ai n Apache Tribe, who operates a casino in our area talking
about the regional inpacts that relate to us and the Fort Apache
| ndi an Reservati on. The tribes' participation of $30,000.00 a
year in the Wiite Muwuntain Partnership advertising, pronoting the
area as a tourism destination has helped weave a close-knit
rel ati onship between the town of Pinetop Lakeside, the Gty of
Showl ow and the tribe. It has also allowed the participating
entities additional advertising nechanisns benefitting all
i nvol ved.

The tribe's payroll has the economc benefit to the
communities due to the tribal nmenbers purchasing goods and
supplies not readily available on the reservation. The tribe has
established an RV park and a good nunber of retirees filling
these spaces and patronize businesses in the Pi net op
Lakesi de/ Showl ow conmunities is also a benefit to the area.

There has been a substantial increase in the notel
roons in Pinetop Lakeside and Hondah and though overall occupancy
is down in both |locations, the increase in roons benefits
everyone in the region and beconmes a destination and tourism
pl ace. The casino is a promnent sponsor of several special
events in Pinetop Lakeside. However, sone type of state inpact
fees may be necessary in the near future to conpensate
nei ghboring conmunities if they are financial inpacts in the
future.
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The casino has funded a $5.2 mllion new chair |ift
at Sunrise Ski Resort, putting Sunrise in a nore equal level with
other ski resorts in helping to increase winter visitation to the
town of Pinetop Lakeside and surrounding communities. There are
some negatives, however. We experience traffic congestions due
to the nunber of vehicles utilizing the highway through our town.
The casino, | think the casino has taken it upon thenselves to
| egalize the age of 21 instead of 18, which was |egal under the
conpact which is a positive for us, | think.

The chief of police in our town has noticed an
increase in crinme in Pinetop Lakeside area in the |ast couple of
years in nost categories. \Wether this is specifically related
to the casino's opening or the increase of traffic and visitor
popul ati on we cannot determne this. | appreciate you listening
to our cormments. Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON JANMES: Thank you. I'm not sure our
final person is here. Stanley Bergstein? |If not, that does end
our public comment period. | want to thank each and every one of
you who took tinme to conme here and make your views heard before

this Comm ssi on.
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